
Live music returns with a seven-day celebration 
       of superb classical music – 13 events 

                                 to choose from
         Your chance to see world-class musicians

         in and around Hertford including

4–10 June 2021

Online booking at: 

www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-2021 

HERTFORDSHIRE
FESTIVAL OF MUSIC

#covidsafe

PRIncIPal aRTIST  

Chloë hanslip (vIOlIn)

hFoM Festival orChestra 
(cOnductOr: tOm HammOnd)

       Featured Living cOmpOser 
       Judith Weir cBe

       

       Fontanella 
                Zri
         MattheW sharp
                Florian Mitrea
         albion Quartet
                     danny driver



THE HERTFORDSHIRE FESTIval OF 
MuSIc has always been a celebration of 
great live classical music in the summer 

months but June 2021 promises to be even more 
special – as quite possibly the first live cultural 
experience for many people in over a year.
    With world-class performers, absorbing talks, 
masterclasses and guided walks, centred on the 
historic town of Hertford and surrounded by 
glorious countryside, HFoM 2021 promises to be 
the cultural ‘breath of fresh air’ we all need!
    violinist Chloë hanslip joins us as Principal 
artist. Since making her BBc Proms début at 
the age of 14, chloë has become one of our 
most beloved soloists, and her appearance with 
the hFoM Festival orchestra and recitals with 
acclaimed pianist danny driver are sure to be 
highlights of the Festival.
    With welcome returns from Festival favourites 
Zri, Florian Mitrea and Matthew sharp, HFoM 
invites the splendid albion Quartet for the first 
time, and we celebrate the treasured Friends 
Meeting house of 1670 with “a little bit of 
magic” from recorder quartet Fontanella. Master 
of the Queen’s Music Judith Weir Cbe visits the 
Festival as we feature works by one of our most 
highly regarded living composers.
    audiences can enjoy world-class music-making, 
with our assurance that every effort has been 
made to ensure your comfort and safety, with rigorous cleaning before and after 
performances, carefully devised seating arrangements, and ventilated spaces.
    let’s celebrate the wonderful, uplifting work of our treasured musicians as they 
bring music, imagination and hope back into our lives.

James Francis Brown & 
tom Hammond    

Artistic Directors

Welcome to Hertfordshire and HFom 2021

@Hertsmusicfest @HertmusicFest



Friday 4 June

1  albion string Quartet p4
  
SaTurday 5 June

2  Historic walk around Hertford p4
3  relaxed rehearsal with HFom Festival Orchestra p5
4  Fairytale stories – Hansel and gretel / the snow Queen p5
5  HFom Festival Orchestra with chloë Hanslip & tom Hammond p6
6  Zri: the Brewhouse session p7

Sunday 6 June

7  1670 – a meeting of Friends p7
8  Florian mitrea at Benslow p8

ThroughouT The FeSTival Period

9  music in mind – Living with dementia p8

TueSday 8 June

10  chloë Hanslip: a masterclass p9

WedneSday 9 June

11  soundbites: Florian mitrea in recital p9

ThurSday 10 June

12  Judith Weir: in conversation p10
13  chloë Hanslip and danny driver in recital p10

EvEnts at a glancE  •  JUnE 2021

#covidsafe
all our events will be run safely with social distancing 
measures in place. We ask that our audiences take all 
possible precautions such as wearing face masks and 
not attending if you have any signs of infection or 
have been asked to self-isolate. 

should you be unable to attend due to any reason 
related to the pandemic, we will offer you a full 
refund of your ticket including the booking fee.
www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk



St. Andrew’S ChurCh, St. Andrew 

Street, hertford SG14 1hZ

tiCketS: £19.50 (including booking fees)

Friday 4 June SaTurday 5 June

ALBion StrinG QuArtet
“The playing, by the excellent Albion, 
is masterly in its vividness, freedom and 
sensitivity” – david cairns, sunday times

HFom takes great pride in Haydn’s local 
connection and in our first performance 
we present a seminal work from the 
great inventor of the string quartet. 
featured Living Composer Judith Weir’s 
fascinating quartet from 1990 can be 
heard in both programmes, and one 
of William Walton’s most vibrant and 
exciting works completes the second 
programme.

ProGrAMMe 1 
6.30pm – c.7.30pm
Judith weir  string Quartet
Joseph haydn  string Quartet Op.20, 
no.4, Sun

ProGrAMMe 2 
8.30pm – c.9.30pm
Judith weir  string Quartet
william walton  string Quartet no.2, in
a minor

eVent 1 eVent 2

hiStoriC wALk Around 
hertford 
in collaboration with Hertford town 
council    

Look back at a millennium of the rich 
and eventful history of Hertford on this 
guided walk. Learn about the siege at 
Hertford castle, the tudor palace, and 
meet some historic Hertford residents.
space is limited to 24 so early booking
is recommended. it is advisable to wear 
appropriate and comfortable footwear 
and take extra care on occasionally 
narrow roads.  
guide: elizabeth eastwood

Tour commences from The White hart public 
house, at 2.00pm sharp

the white hArt, 13 SALiSBury SQuAre, 

town Centre, hertford SG14 1Bw

2.00PM – 3.30PM

tiCketS: £7 per person (non-refundable) 
no booking fees. tickets available via town 
& Tourist information Centre (TTiC) 
By phone: 01992 584322 
in person at TTiC (open Tuesday to Saturday, 
9.30am – 5.00pm): 10-12 the Wash, Hertford 
Sg14 1PX you may also enquire by email to: 
tic@hertford.gov.uk
no unaccompanied children

OnlInE BOOkIng at www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-20214



SaTurday 5 June

reLAXed reheArSAL 
with hfoM feStiVAL 
orCheStrA
toM hAMMond – conductor/presenter

Families with very young children, and 
people who may not ordinarily be able 
to observe the traditional ‘silence’ 
when attending live music events, 
are welcomed to watch and hear a 
professional orchestra at work. noise 
may be made!

ALL SAintS’ ChurCh, QueenS roAd, 

hertford SG13 8Ay 

12.00PM – 12.45PM

free eVent – donations welcome. no need 
to book but capacity will be limited to 75 at 
any one time due to covid-19 restrictions.

eVent 3 eVent 4

St. Andrew’S ChurCh, 

St. Andrew Street, 

hertford SG14 1hZ

tiCketS: £9.50 (including booking fees)

fAirytALe StorieS
hAnSeL And GreteL / 
the Snow Queen
MAtthew ShArP – cello, voice 

The Wheels on Debussy and matthew 
sharp are proud to present Hansel 
and Gretel and The Snow Queen – a 
one-man musical, storytelling show for 
children 3+ and their families.

Join us for a feast of fairytales, beloved 
stories, bewitching music, and the once-
in-a-lifetime chance to help our heroes 
and heroines along the way.

Written and performed by ‘extraordinary 
cellist, virile baritone, compelling actor, 
Matthew Sharp’ (the daily telegraph),  
‘virtuoso of the arts’ (the times).

ProGrAMMe 1   1.30pm – c.2.30pm
Hansel & Gretel

ProGrAMMe 2   4.00pm – c.5.00pm
The Snow Queen
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SaTurday 5 June

hfoM feStiVAL orCheStrA 

ChLoË hAnSLiP – violin
toM hAMMond – conductor

Principal Artist chloë Hanslip 
(‘…wholly infectious conviction, 
spontaneity and panache… superbly 
accomplished performances…’ – 
gramophone) performs arvo pärt’s 
meditative masterpiece, Fratres, and a 
charming suite by sibelius in a concert 
launched by Bartók’s exhilarating 
romanian Folk dances. We’ll also hear 
a beguiling exploration of continuous 
melody in a Blake-inspired work from our 
Featured Living composer – master of 
the Queen’s music, Judith Weir cBe.

hfoM feStiVAL orCheStrA 
with ChLoË hAnSLiP 
& toM hAMMond

ALL SAintS’ ChurCh, QueenS roAd, 

hertford SG13 8Ay 

tiCketS: £23.50 (including booking fees)

ProGrAMMe 1   
5.30pm – c.6.30pm
Béla Bartók arr. willner 
Romanian Folk Dances
Judith weir  I give you the end of a
golden string
Jean Sibelius  Suite for Violin and String 
Orchestra
Arvo Pärt  Fratres

ProGrAMMe 2 
8.00pm – c.9.00pm
Béla Bartók arr. willner  
Romanian Folk Dances
Judith weir  I give you the end of a 
golden string
Jean Sibelius  Suite for Violin and String 
Orchestra
Arvo Pärt  Fratres

eVent 5

OnlInE BOOkIng at www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-20216



SaTurday 5 June

Zri: the BrewhouSe 
SeSSion

With tunes from Js Bach to taylor swift, 
Zri give their special gypsy-Jazz-Klezmer 
treatment to music from vienna’s Red 
Hedgehog tavern, that will make you 
want to leap to your feet and dance!

you’ll be able to enjoy McMullen’s 
excellent drinks alongside the fantastic 
music. Book soon as tickets are limited.

McMuLLen Brewery CourtyArd, 

26 oLd CroSS, hertford SG14 1rd 

9.30PM – 11.00PM

tiCketS: £16.50 (including booking fees)

eVent 6 eVent 7

1670 – A MeetinG of 
friendS

the deLiGhtfuL CoMPAnion 
Fontanella recorder Quartet  
rebecca Austen-Brown, Louise Bradbury, 

Sarah humphrys, Annabel knight

inspired by the 350th anniversary of the 
grade I listed Friends meeting House in 
Hertford, this programme is centred 
around the year 1670. 
    drawing on their vast collection of 
recorders, of all manner of shapes and 
sizes from the tiny garklein to the great 
sub-contrabass, Fontanella will bring to 
life the delightful companion, aptly 
named by robert carr in the 
seventeenth century.
    From a virtuosic concerto by John 
Baston, to divisions on the famous 
greensleeves, Henry purcell’s 3 parts 
upon a ground and hits from the catch 
club, this concert promises to paint a 
colourful musical landscape!

ALL SAintS’ ChurCh, QueenS roAd, 

hertford SG13 8Ay 

1.00PM – c.2.00PM / 3.30PM – c.4.30PM

tiCketS: £21.50 (including booking fees)

Sunday 6 June

OnlInE BOOkIng at www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-2021 7



fLoriAn MitreA At 
BenSLow

Hertfordshire-based pianist Florian mitrea 
makes a welcome return to the Festival 
this year with three masterworks from the 
piano repertoire by Beethoven, chopin 
and Liszt. the programme includes a 
world première of a remarkable work by 
alan mills, inspired by an ancient text.

ProGrAMMe 1   6.00pm – c.7.00pm
Ludwig van Beethoven  piano sonata 
no.21 in c major, Op.53, Waldstein
Alan Mills  The Lord is My Shepherd
frédéric Chopin  Andante Spianato & 
Grande Polonaise Brillante, Op.22

ProGrAMMe 2   8.30pm – c.9.30pm
Ludwig van Beethoven  piano sonata 
no.21 in c major, Op.53, Waldstein
Alan Mills  The Lord is My Shepherd
franz Liszt  Après une lecture du Dante, 
Fantasia quasi Sonata

Sunday 6 June ThroughouT The FeSTival

during the Festival period, specially 
trained musicians share the gift of music 
with selected care homes throughout the 
county of Hertfordshire via interactive 
online sessions for people living with 
dementia, including their carers and 
families. For those living with the 
condition, participating in music can 
bring not only an improvement in 
symptoms, but a sense of joy and elation 
for those taking part. 
in collaboration with the outreach wing 
of the Orchestra of the Swan – Music 
Cares, and the alzheimer’s society.

MuSiC in Mind – LiVinG 
with deMentiA

BenSLow MuSiC, BenSLow LAne, 

hitChin SG4 9rB  

tiCketS £20, £10 (for livestream see 
www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk) 
free for under-27s. (no booking fees apply)
contact Benslow Box Office for this event
https://benslowmusic.org/?PageID=3137

eVent 8 eVent 9

OnlInE BOOkIng at www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-20218



SoundBiteS: fLoriAn 
MitreA in reCitAL

Florian mitrea’s second appearance at 
HFom 2021 balances mozart’s charm 
with one of chopin’s most popular works 
and a repeat performance of a new work 
by alan mills. 

ProGrAMMe 
wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  sonata in 
c major, Kv 309
wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  Fantasy in 
d minor, Kv 397 and rondo in d major, 
Kv 485
Alan Mills  The Lord is My Shepherd
frédéric Chopin  Andante Spianato & 
Grande Polonaise Brillante, Op.22

TueSday 8 June WedneSday 9 June

eVent 10

eVent 11

ChLoË hAnSLiP: 
A MASterCLASS
in partnership with Future 
Talent and Queenswood school

dAnieL SwAin & JonAthAn doBSon  
piano accompanists 

in collaboration with Future Talent, who 
support gifted young musicians from 
low-income backgrounds, distinguished 
international violinist chloë Hanslip gives 
a masterclass for violin and viola players. 
this event will also be available to 
watch as a livestream, without charge. 
Please check our website for details 
closer to the time.

Book soon as capacity is limited.

erneSt reAd hALL, QueenSwood, 

ShePherd’S wAy, BrookMAnS PArk, 

hAtfieLd, AL9 6nS

6.00PM – c.7.00PM / 8.00PM – c.9.00PM

free eVent please register at 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/qboxoffice/e-jykebp 
or follow the links on our website.
(you may select either or both sessions 
but please be aware that there is a cleaning 
period of 1 hour between sessions.)

ALL SAintS’ ChurCh, QueenS roAd, 

hertford SG13 8Ay 

12.00PM – c.12.55PM

free eVent 

OnlInE BOOkIng at www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-2021 9



ChLoË hAnSLiP And 
dAnny driVer in reCitAL

ChLoË hAnSLiP – violin
dAnny driVer – piano

For the Festival finale, Principal Artist 
chloë Hanslip (‘Her performance can 
only be described as a tour de force.’ – 
the guardian) is joined by pianist danny 
driver to perform music by Beethoven, 
HFom artistic director James Francis 
Brown and Judith Weir cBe.

ProGrAMMe 1 
6.00pm – c.7.00pm 
Judith weir  Music for 247 Strings 
Ludwig van Beethoven  violin sonata 
no.9, Op.47, Kreutzer

ProGrAMMe 2 
8.00pm – c.9.00pm 
James francis Brown  The Hart’s Grace 
Ludwig van Beethoven  
sonata in g major, Op.96

ChAPeL At QueenSwood, 

ShePherd’S wAy, BrookMAnS PArk, 

hAtfieLd, AL9 6nS

tiCketS: £21.50 (including booking fees)

ThurSday 10 June

eVent 13

erneSt reAd hALL, QueenSwood, 

ShePherd’S wAy, BrookMAnS PArk, 

hAtfieLd, AL9 6nS

5.00PM – c.5.45PM

free eVent please register at 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/qboxoffice/t-enmkvg

Judith weir: 
in ConVerSAtion

master of the Queen’s music and 
HFom’s featured Living Composer 
2021, Judith Weir cBe talks to artistic 
directors James Francis Brown and tom 
Hammond about her creative life, with 
opportunity for audience questions and 
participation.

eVent 12

OnlInE BOOkIng at www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-202110



Festival venues in Hertford

tickets for all events are available online at 
www.hertsmusicfest.org.uk/performances-and-events-2021  see individual event 
listings on this site for booking links. please note that individual booking 
requirements may vary and telephone bookings are only available for certain events.
 
tickets will not be available for purchase at the door of the events in 2021, 
either by cash or card. all bookings must be made online in advance of arrival at 
the venue.
 
in most cases, when booking, you will be asked to choose tickets in blocks of 
1, 2, 3, 4 or 6. We think the most common blocks will be 2s and 4s, so you might 
like to consider this so that you can arrange to sit near your friends.
 
if any events need to be cancelled, or you are told to self-isolate, you will be 
offered a full refund on ticket purchases. unfortunately, because of the technical 
challenges involved, it will not be possible to offer any concessions this year. 
With the exception of the chloë Hanslip masterclass, and Judith Weir in 
conversation, all of our venues are accessible to anyone with mobility issues. 
We would encourage any patrons who use wheelchairs to contact us in advance 
of the event to ensure we cater for your precise needs, please e-mail: 
info@hertsmusicfest.org.uk 

Booking inFormaTion

     ALL SAintS’ ChurCh
Queens road, Hertford sg13 8aY

     McMuLLen Brewery
CourtyArd, 26 Old cross, 
Hertford sg14 1rd

     St Andrew’S ChurCh
st andrew street, Hertford 
sg14 1HZ

1

2

3
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QueenSwood SChooL ChAPeL, 

shepherd’s Way,
Brookmans park, Hatfield aL9 6ns

BenSLow MuSiC
Benslow Lane, Hitchin sg4 9rB

Other Festival venues

HFoM reserves the right to alter programmes and artists under exceptional circumstances. Registered Charity Number 1175716

4

With thanks to our supporters
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